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2-Party System in the United States 
A two-party system refers to a political party system that is characterized by two major political parties that are not only dominant in the political landscape, but also consistent. In a two-party system, one of the dominant parties is the governing party with many members of the legislature. The other party is the opposition or minority. The two-party system has existed in the United States for many years. The main parties in the United States are the Republican and Democratic parties. 
Why America is a Two-Party System
Different reasons can explain why America has been a two-party system for many years. One main reason that can explain this occurrence is the fact that the United States political system has been set in such a way that it favors the two main parties. The winner-take-all method is used in awarding seats in congress and also the presidency (Drutman, 2020). For the case of candidates that are interested in running for congress, they are only required to receive more votes, even if it is not the majority, to be elected. In 48 states of the country, presidential candidates receive all of the electoral votes (Drutman, 2020). The plurality factor is considered in the states, as opposed to majority votes.  
According to Duverger’s law, third parties cannot get fair competition in a two-party system. If third parties receive 25% of the votes, they do not receive any benefit from the ruling party or the government (Drutman, 2020). This factor motivates voters to focus only on the candidates that are highly likely to win. Apart from this, parties strive to try to appeal to more than 50% of the electorate. In the United States, if either of the parties faces the risk of splitting, they will make sure that third-party candidates are not favored (Drutman, 2020). For example, the two main parties can make it difficult for a third-party candidate to qualify to be part of an election. In the United States, only rich third-party candidates can make it to the ballot. Apart from this, voters who have a choice between two candidates with the same principles will split their votes to allow one party to win through plurality. 
The evolvement of Political Parties and their Meaning to America
The Republican and Democratic parties have evolved over the years and provided more meaning to America. The Democratic Party has existed for over 200 years and has focused on different areas of development such as healthcare, workers' rights, civil rights, and women's rights among others. Some of the important laws that the Democratic Party has approved in its leadership include the Women’s suffrage of 1920, Social Security Act of 1935, Civil Rights Act of 1964, and Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 2010 among others (Democratic National Committee, n. d.). Some of the presidents that have been elected under the Democratic Party include Barack Obama, Franklin D. Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and currently, Joe Biden. The Democratic Party has focused on fighting for justice, equality, and opportunity for all Americans (Democratic National Committee, n. d.). In the current year, and under the leadership of Joe Biden, the party has focused on supporting Americans in recovering from the coronavirus, growing the economy, achieving universal care, and reforming the criminal justice system among others. 
The Republican Party has existed since 1854. In its earlier years, the party advocated for classical liberalism and economic reforms while opposing slavery (Grand Old Party, n. d.). The Republican Party was responsible for banning slavery in 1865, under the leadership of Abraham Lincoln. It also supported free trade, tariffs, and protectionism. The party contributed to the implementation of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 and the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Grand Old Party, n. d.). It also grew to support evangelicals and was opposed to abortion. Over 19 presidents have served under the Republican Party including Richard Nixon, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Ronald Regan, Gerald Ford, and Donald Trump among others (Grand Old Party, n. d.). Some of the issues that the party has advocated for in current times include lowering taxes, increasing military spending, increasing gun rights, restricting immigration, and deregulation among others. 
Opinion
I feel that more parties should be included and given equal opportunity in the political system of the United States. Including more parties in the United States will ensure that the interests, ideas, and opinions of all Americans are considered. A multiparty system will allow for equal representation in elections and government. A multiparty system is an indication of the existence of democracy. A democratic country is characterized by the freedom of forming political parties and getting an equal and fair opportunity for competition. The United States is the father of democracy, and as such, it should create a favorable environment for all political parties. A multiparty system caters to the minority groups in a country. The United States is a country that is composed of many minorities. Therefore, the existence of many parties will provide many candidates that the electorate can choose from. It will ensure that the political interests of all citizens are considered. 
Conclusion
The United States has continued to be a two-party system despite taking measures to advance democracy. While there are other parties and the opportunity for independent candidates, the political environment is only favorable for the two parties. The United States should allow for the formation of many parties by creating an environment that encourages free and fair competition. 
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